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The Most
Endangered
Historic
Place

By Lucia Duncan

I was very surprised to see
a large color photograph on the
front page of a national news-
paper about “Vanishing
America,” the many things
slowly disappearing from our
American Landscape.” Fittingly
enough, the article appeared on
the Fourth of July.

The article placed Main
Street, USA as Number One on
the list of the “Most Endangered
Historic Places.” I found this
absolutely stunning and was un-
aware that there was a National
Trust for Historic Preservation.
They are commemorating their
50™ year of “Protecting the Ir-

replaceable.” Others on this en-
dangered list are; Mom and Pop
restaurants, with their honest,
home cooked meals; privately
owned drugstores, unlocked
churches, and independent book-
stores. But at the top of the list
was “Main Streets across
America.”

The trust thinks the situa-

tion is so grave that it’s putting
old-fashioned business districts
- what it calls the comer of Main
and Main - at the top of the 11
most endangered historic places
in America.
Preservationists say a
community’s character is irrevo-
cably altered once historic build-
ings are torn down. There is a
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store surrounded by1ag X
lot,” says Anne Stilton, authorof |
a book on drugstores. Studies |
have also shown that emotion-
ally disturbed youngsters need to
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recipe foran “Amiencan Renais-
sance”; eat in diners, shop on
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] eventually found a thirty
year oldhouse, notfarfromMam
eet, in the Ope.ra House
ghborhood and settled in. but

lt&Snghclt}g,_@reﬂectxonofﬂays that’s another story. -




