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PREFACE

This is a copy of a typewritten nistory cf Robert Dockery Covington.

IT has been copied exactly es in the originel except thet obvious typo-

grephical mistakes were eliminated.

The typevwritien manuseript from vwhich this copy was mede wes typed o

reguler type peper 8 1/2 by 11 and was § Pages in length, single spaced and

3 holes punched in the left margin.
Permission to type this history was secured through the kindness of
Mrs. Mgriam C. Bradshaw of Orem, Utah to whom the originsl copy wWas re-

turned.
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HISTORY (OF ROBERT DOCKERY COVINGTON

Born 20 August, 1815 in Rockingham, Richmond County, North Carolina.
He crossed the plains in 1847 in Edward Hunters Company under Captain
Daniel Thomas arriving in the Valley 25 September, 1847.

In the Sixteenth Century, William, John and Henry Covington came from
England to the United States with Lord Baltimore. They settled first in
Maryland and Virginia where large grants of land was given them by England's
King. Family tradition states that William Covington wes America's first
Silver-Smith. The molds were deeded to his daughter who cared for her
varents in their old age.

Prior to the Revolutionary War, John and William moved to Richmond
County, North Carolina while Henry remeined. &As years passed, the Coving-
tons grew in number, most of them with large families. They pushed into
new frontiers and we find they were capable in many fields of government,
education, Religion, manufacturing snd farming.

Robert Dockery was great, great grandson of William. He grew to man=-
hood in Rockingham. Most of his time was spent gaining a good education
college graduste and helping on his fathers big plantation where the
principle crop was cotton and tobacco. Soon after he married Elizabeth
Thomas of Molborough (Marlboro?) County, South Carolina. He with his
Fathers family moved to Summerville, Noxbee County, Miss. where several
of his Mothers people had moved in 1834. They soon established themselves
on large plantations with plenty of Slave labor to make farming a very
profitable occupation. Here three children were born, John Thomas (7
Zugust, 1840) Emily Jane Farr (1 Januaery, 1843) and Sarah 2Ann (2 February,
1845) who died in that yesr.

In 1843 Elder Benjemin Clapp, Samuel Gurley and Hullett, were preach-
ing the Gospel in a town ten miles away. Daniel Thomas hzppened to hear
this new strange religious Doctrine. It sounded good to him so he came
home with a Book of Mormon which his relatives were anxious to read. His
Brother after reading it said, "You had better be careful how you fool
around thesé Mormons. They mey be deceivers. The book is quite a history,
& very interesting novel. But, I don't know sbout it all." A week or so
passed. The people of Summerville, at least some of them, were anxious
to hear the Gospel. After Elder Clepp had preached two weeks, Robert
Covington asked for Baptism, (3 February, 1843). His wifes people all
ask Tor membership in the Church. Robert's Father, Mother, Brothers and
Sisters all turned against him. They felt that he had lost his reasoning.
He was disinherited.

When talk of joining the Saints in Nauvoo was first mentioned, the
sleves protested for they had deep love for their master. They all wanted
to go too. In 1845, when he moved, one couple with their children did go.
(I do not Imow if they ceme on to Utah or not. But, my brother living
in Idaho by chance met a colored man who ssid that his Father cane West
with Robert D. Covington, and they later settled in Ideho.) Green Flake
was the color(e) m(an's) name.
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Two years with the saints when the move West begen, His wife was ex—
pecting a beby and the ordeals the Saints had suflered had mzde inroads on
her health. It must heve been a trying Journey for it seemed that the
forces of the elements were pitted against them. The dust storms., hsil
storms, lack of good (p. 2) water, and wood to burn, with Indians carped
on the opposite bank of the Platt River stampeding cetile crossing often
to beg or trade for fecod that was so scarce. Sometimes they swarmed in
their camp like bees cften helping themselves to whatever was handy.
Housewives would miss their camp and cooking equipment.

One day while men were fixing broken wagonsthey stopped nezar some
Currant bushes. Robert D. sent his two children, John and Emily with buck-
ets to gather what they could. They worked hard cleaning the currants as
they picked. Just as they finished filling their buckets an Indian step-
ped from tehind the brush and gave 2 war hoop. They dropped their bucket
and fled towerd camp. When they neared camp they locked vpack and saw the
Indien with their Currents laughing at his huge joke.

1 August, 1847 at Scotts Bluff, Nebreska

The morning was quiet, heat was terrific. The imigrants had called
a halt. BSaints had not found wood to burn for eleven days and water was
not fit to drink. Some of their animals had died by licking Alkeli off the
grouné. They elso had wagons to fix. Mrs. Sessoéns, the midwife, was
called to teke care of Elizabeth Covington. Mrs. Sessons had a buggy.
She drove back to the second Hundred, = distance of five miles. She
orought Sister Covington back to her camp and put her %o bed with a new
son, Robert Leborious Covington. While the saints were halted, 4. 0.
Smoot celled a meeting pleading with the saints to be more united, to
trust in the Lord and to consider this a school of experience, training
them to be leaders.

2 August: They treveled Twenty-two miles on a dry prarie finding food
for their cattle in conly one place. They traveled Fifteen miles on
empty stomachs traveling long after dark.

L August: Indiens came into camp and spread blankets on the ground. We
were advised to feed them but not trade with them. There was sickness
and death among the Pioneers. Eliza R Snow was 2 great comfort to the
sorrowing. On one occasion she remarked "Death makes occasionsl inroads
enong us. Nursing the sick, tending wagoaswas & lsborious service. The
patient laithfullnesswith which it was born. To consign loved ones to
these desolate graves was enough to try the hearts of the strongest.”

5 August: They camped Eight or Nine miles from Fort Leramie where focd was
plentiful and water good. Here they camped Tive days to Iix wagons, wash,
mend and bake. Chokecherries and wild Currants were quite near this camp.

Seven deaths occured on the journey. Captain Jededizh M. Grant lost
2 child. His wife died before they reached the valley, but she wes taken
to the velley to be burted.
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7 _August: Bears near the camp disturved their sleep. Two Indian women
were gathering verries when they saw a bear wetching them. Carefully
lzying their basket down Z'or the bear to eat, they retreated. This was
witnessed by some of the pioneers in the company.

Traveling for a few days was slow and rough. There were hills to
climb which broke seversl wagons. In September the ploneers crossed
lots of sand and the wind blew hard. They sew Iearful storms with dust,
rain and snov.

L September: The Pioneers going East to help the remeining saints West
camped all night with them giving words of incouragement and telling them
of their new home in the West and what a2 feast was prepered by the women
of the company. The last miles were hard ones because of the cold and
rugeed Mountain country. (p. 3)

2l September: They arrived in the Valley. Robert's wife was frail.

The hardships had all but taken her strength. 8he hoped to get stronger,
tut the cold winds of winter zdded a severe coldto her troubles and Tth
of December she left a devoted family to carry on her good name. Rcbert
had a trying time for & while with his motherless children. He lived

in Cotton(wocd) near Salt Lake City. Here he was an able School teacher
and was known as Professor Covington.

He married Melinde Kelly next. She gave birth to a deughter named
Mery Ellen the 28th of December, 1849, in Big Cotton Wood Utsh. She
lived a few years. Then he married Nency Roberts, born 19th February,
1839, in Hyde Cheshire England. They were married in the Endowment house
28th December 1855. She had two children Phoebie Anr and Thomas. Then
she died in 1864. With each child she was taken by team to Big Cotton
Wood where medical aid, the best to be had was provided. It took two
weeks to make the trip one way.

From Documentary History of the Church

"The Dixie Mission left Salt Lake City the 6th of &pril, 1857 and
came to Parawan without any serious accidents. We remained three or four
days to get grinding done. They to Cedar City were we met Pres. Height.
It took six days from Cedar to Washington. DPresident Height guided us
on our trip, having to make roads over the roughest ground I ever saw.

We arrived on the 6th of May. On the Tth e were called together to
organize a Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
We numbered ebout 160 men, women and children, 200 head of ceattle, some
sheep and pigs and chickens."

Men who were called were J. B. Regin, John Spouce, Richard Green,
W. H. Crawford, John Thomas, J. D. McCocllough, James Matthos, Gabriel
Coley, Wm. Freams, Williem Slade Sr, Wm. Slade Jr., Robert Loyd, Joseph
Hatfield, John Freemen, J. M. Couch, John Howley, Wm. Hawley, Jacob Clark,
Stephen Duggins, Wm. Duggins, Thomas Smith, Olmstead Richer, Alexander
Barron, Roberit Covington, and Edward West. Bro. Height took charge. Bro.
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Crewlord took the minutes.. "Oh My Fsther' was sung. Bro. Haight offered
Prayer. It was moved that Bro. Haight appoint a President. He appointed
Rovert Doclery Coviangton. It was Bro. Covington's right to choose his
counselors. BPut he said that he preferred for the President to chocse then.
So, Bro. Herrison Peirce, lst counselor and Johnathan R. Regean, 2nd coun-
selor were chosen. Instructions were given on how to honor the Priesthood,
how to treat the Indians and the brethren were exorted to put down evil
wherever it was found. Prayver was offered by Harrison Pelrce. That even-
ing a meeting was held end the charge given over to Bro. Covington.

22 August, 1857:: . George A. Smith and others visited Washington where the
Dixie Mission was getting established. We arrived Tuesday, 18th and weas
most cordially welcomed by Bro. Covington end others who spared no pains

to make our visit a pleasant one. Bro. Smith thought that no other settile-
nent hed a more promising start in the mountains, considering the lateness
of therstart. The corn planted by the Indians was fifteen féet high. Ours
was not quite that high-as it was not planted until the 15th of June. The
cotton looked well, never had the old cotton grower seen sc many balls on

a single stock and such thrift.

6 January 1859: Robert Covington was in President Young's office when he

with others went with President Young to administer {to Fanney Murry, a
sister of President Youngs. (p. &)

1h April, 1859: Elder Amasa W. Lymen tarried with Erc. Covington. He found
them busy planting whesat.

31 October, 1859: Bro. Covington in Selt Lake reports the cotton crop good.
Sugar cane the best he had ever seen.

3 June, 1857 (sic) &masa M. Lyman writes returning from Celifornia, he
cemped with Robert D. Covington who informed him that he thought 1,000
acres of good land could be cultivated. Good herd grounds with plenty of
grass also plenty of wood and water.

18460: Robért D. Covington was Notary Public for Washington County.

16 fpril, 1860: Was chosen as a Judge of cotton and tobacco at State Falr.

1 April, 186Ll: A contract was let for a road to be built near Beaver Dem
%o Robert D. Covington, James D. McCullough, James Pierce and Walter E.
Dogge.

Robert D. has cultivated cotton every yeer since he was Zishop and
has preserved specimans Irom each vear's crop. IEach year the staple has
irmproved and seems to be climated, and he feels incouraged to continue.
Peach stones were planted and peaches took their start from them.

1858: (sie) Grape cuttings were imported from California. The chinese
Sugar cane was planted. Grain was taken from fifty to ninety miles to be

£

ground. To get blacksmitning done, they also traveled that far. Many
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southern men left after the Zirst year declaring coticn could n
Tthere. Those who remained zre acquiring sheep, cattle and goats.

27 August, 1562: Robert D. was chosen County Represen%auive of the Deseret
Agriculture and Manufacturing Soclety. Within six weeks he wes +o hold
e County Fair, give awards and choose helpers.

25 Septerber 1862: President Brighem Young returning to Salt Lake relates
thet they were given peaches and grepes to Feast on in Weshington. Also
viewed with pleasure the fine crops of Bishop Covington's who understarnds
his business—-and puts his whole heart into his work.

22 Merch, 1863: Robert D. at St. George Conference took his seat with the
Staie High Counsel.

5 Noverber, 1865: Bishop Covington was one of the speakers. He reported
Washington Ward in good condition.
= g

T May, 1865: &4t conference in St. Geocrge, Robert D. was sustained Presid-
ing High Priest over his ward.

6 November, 1864 (sic) A conference was held with Apostle Erastus Snow
Presiding. A convention of experienced men of Washington and Kane counties
to consider self-protection. To esteblish uniform prices in exchange for
grein, etc. Cotton-$1.25 1b., Molasses $4.00 = gz2l. Tobaceo $3.00 1b.,

and Preserves $0.00 gal. R. D. Covington was one of the men chosen.

2 September, 1867: Robert D. Covington wrote the following letter:

Washington Werg,
_ 5t. George Stake
Elder George Alvert Smith : September 2, 1867

Dear Brother,

Knowing you are interested in the property and general welfare of
our Southern Utah Dixie, I thought it would not be amiss to send you a
few particulars and items cffinterest with regards to the settlement. We
have had the wermest (p. 5) summer ever experienced in +this country. It
has had its effects on many of us in the shape of languadness. It hes been
very oppressive. But aside from this the general health of the people
has been very good. While sickness and death are making such inroads on
human femilies in different parts of the country, we feel like offering
our prayers of gratitude to the Almighty for the blessings of health that
ve enjoy, not withstanding the difficulties we have had this sesson in
obtaining sufficient water for irrigation. Our Cesne 2nd corn look remark-
ebly well, T believe the best that I have seen in Washington fields.

The cotton crop will be late because of +the lateness of the season
in getting water onto the land. Our Fruit crop is prolific. The Indians

~

are quiet end peaceful. Quiet prevails at home in our settlement. Taking

w

all into consideration, we ore pretity well satisfied with our Dixie home.
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I remein your Brother in the Gospel of peace,
Robert Dockery Covington.

3 Noverniber, 1867: R. D. Covington's Washington Choir furnished the music.

o

5 January, 1857: Bishops from different settlements started on e mission-
ary tour. R. D. Covington was among the number. They visited and held
meetings with all the people of the Upper Virgin Velley, then to the Muddy
end Beaver Dam settlements. They reached St. Thomas on the 19th having
crossed the Virgin River 38 and the Muddy 1. The people of the Muddy hed
raised that year 6,500 Bushels of wheat, 10,000 bails of cotton. On the
2lith of January they returned to St. George. The early part of February
Iron county with Pinto and Pine Valley were also visited. The products

of the past five years were estounding. When they saw how much the people
had esccorplished. The choicest products of the earth were there.

24 Februery, 1867: The Western Union Telegraph Office came to Washington.
Rooert D was the man responsible Zcr the line also the first to operate the
Telegraph. Robert D. did not place it until he heard from President Young.
It was put in Dolph Whiteheads home. Moroni, Sanpete County, was as far
south as the line extended at that tine.

Col. D. D. McArthur:

Bro. Mendez Cooper and Wm. Prince have just come in from Harrisburg
and they report that an Indian had told him that 40 or 50 Navajos were in
the vicinity of grape Vine Springs and had killed three head of catile,
and were traveling in the direction of Herrisburg fields. All are afoot.
The friendly Indians zre very much excited. The pecple of Harrisburg
are on guard. Indians say they want Horses. We wish to know immedistely
what to do. We await your orders.

Yours hastily,
Robert D. Covington

19 June, 1868: Elder George A. Smith wrote in the Melinnial (sic) Ster,
"On horseback from Montane to Arizona. A4t Washington 19th of June, we
were kindly received by Bishop Covington." He writes, "It was armsing to
sée ry sole corpanion, Dr. Boyd & batchalor from Louisiana, promouncing
the quelity of the cotton as we went through the mills znd looking sround
et the buxom girls and mechanically nodding a yes, yes to the explanstions
cf the sedate 3ishop Covington as he explzined the difference of spinning,
weaving, twisting, ete. Bishop Covington's daughter was one of the Hand-

some girls. Phoebie Znn Covington. (p. €)

Southern Mission Conference

20 Noverber, 1868: Bishop Robert D. Covington was a speaker. He was still
President of High Priest Quorum. He spoke of some of his 25 years exper-
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ience. Referred to the Lemenites, asked the people to give .them work then
pey them food and clothing to incourage them to be industrious.

16 fpril, 1870: Bishop Covington just home from the Southern States Mission.

He started for the East 18th of last Novermber. Labored in Mississippi and
brought two families comprising thirteen persons as part of the fruits of
his lebors. This 3Bishop's account of conditions is far from good. He says
g feeling of unrest, insecurity life and property is prevalent, greatly
incressed by suspension of military and civil rule. Instead, Klu Klux
Klan immumerous and powerful and no mans life is considered safe. Nany
are moving. to Texas and Czliforniza. He met no opposition from the minis-
ters. A few scettered saints were leit in charge of S. P. Holley. ---

(End of copy)

Robert Gardner wrote in his diary: "We found Robert D. Covington,
our old neighbor and others who had been sent on that mission some years
before. The appearance of these brothern, their wives and children was
discouraging. Hearly all had Mzsleria. They had worked hard =nd worn out
their store clothes and had replaced them with the cotton they had raised
on their own lol or farms. The women had corded, spun, and woven by hand
and colored with weeds this cotton. The mens shirts, women and childrens
dresses and sunbonnets were 2ll made of the same piece of material. Their
clothes and faces were all of the same color, being blue with chills.

This tried me more then anything I had seen in 21l my Mormen experience,
thinking if I remained my family would soon look the same. I wanted to g0
back to Salt Lake and spare them this. Bro. Covington said, "Let's pray
gbout it." We knelt in prayer. It was the Lords will we stay. So I
said, "We will trust in God and go shead."

Robert D. cut lerge stones from a nearby mountain and built a grand
home Tor those pioneer desys. The walls were three feet thick and built
Colonial style. There were two big fireplaces on each of the three floors.
The upper floor was used for years as a dance flopr for the young people.
Many pecple speak of the Southern hospitality enjoyed In his home. He had
no tolerance for sin. He had the name of doing a good Job of keeping his
Ward living the Gospel. He died at a ripe old age, in Washington, Washing-
ton Co. Ut.

Rovert D. Covington led saints to Dixie in 1857 - They arrived
5 May 1857. Adesir springs wes the sight chosen. Flrst man from this
district to go to Legestator :

e e S S i
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