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Written by Richard Schmutz 

     Richard Antone Schmutz was born in St. George, Utah on 

October 13, 1925, the third son and fourth child of Wilford and 

Martha Foremaster Schmutz.  His grandparents on the Foremaster 

side were in the original St. George Encampment of 1861, as was 

his grandmother on the Schmutz side.  The Schmutz Family was 

converted to the LDS Church while living in the Alpine town of  

La Chaux-de-Fonds in the French-speaking Jura Mountains of 

north-western Switzerland, however their original home was the 

county of Vechigen, in Bern, Switzerland.  They came to St. 

George in 1875.  They worked on the construction of the St. 

George Temple including in and at the sawmills on Mount 

Trumbull – Nixon area.  Later they both became ordinance 

workers in the temple. 

     Richard married Miriam Christensen of Delta, Utah, in October 

29, 1949 in the St. George Temple.  They were sealed by Harold 

Snow, then the Temple President.  They are the parents of four 

living children – three sons, Christen, Evan and Steven, and a 

daughter Marilyn.  Their first-born, a daughter, Linda Gay, was 

killed in an automobile accident at age 21.  As of this date, 

November 13, 2012, they have 19 grandchildren and 19 great-

grandchildren. 

     Richard served in the U.S. Army Air Force for 29 months in the 

latter part of World War II, training to be a B-17 airplane engineer, 

later serving as a flight engineer in C-46’s and C-47’s.  The war 

ended before he received an overseas combat assignment.  A few 

months after his discharge, he accepted an LDS mission call to 

East Germany, which call was later changed to Switzerland, and he 

served there for two and a half years between 1946 and 1949.  

Miriam and Richard were later able to return to that same mission 

in 1994. Both have a deep love for Switzerland.   

     Richard’s love for service in the LDS church has been life-long.  

He has served as a counselor in the bishopric of the ward that they 

lived in, and as a Bishop of a student ward at BYU.  He has served 

on three High Councils and has been a sealer in the St. George 

Temple since 1996.  He is proud of the fact that his children and 



grandchildren who are married have all married in the temple.  

Richard was able to be the sealer for all but one grandson, at which 

time he was unable to be there to perform the sealing. 

     Richard graduated from Dixie Junior College in 1951 and 

attended BYU for two semesters before returning with his wife and 

young family to St. George to manage the George Seegmiller Farm 

(now an LDS operated farm in the Washington Fields).  After that, 

he managed the Dixie Feed Company in St. George for a few years 

in St. George. 

     While attending Dixie College, he worked a summer at Zion 

National Park as a Ranger Naturalist alongside Arthur Bruhn, his 

college mentor.  The next summer was spent living at Bryce 

Canyon National Park doing the same service.   

     Richard and Miriam moved their family to the San Fernando 

Valley in 1954 where Richard decided to re-pursue his education.  

He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in history from San Fernando State 

College and earned a PhD in Medieval European History at the 

University of Southern California (USC).  He subsequently taught 

history at the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, and at 

BYU where he became an associate professor. 

     The business life lured him away in 1972 and he spent the rest 

of his career in commercial real estate development.  After co-

developing a community shopping center in Blackfoot, Idaho, and 

managing the center for a few years, he and his partner turned their 

attention to St. George where I-15 was under construction.  They 

were fortunate with John and Daisy Morgan to acquire the original 

Lava Hills Golf Course.  John and Daisy held placed use control of 

its lands when they sold it to the original developers, among whom 

were Rex Jackson and some partners.  We acquired their shares 

and with John and Daisy, gained control.  Our objective was to 

convert the north half of the course in the commercial sector there 

now, and develop nine holes on up the Santa Clara River.  

However, one day Richard climbed the end of the Black Hill up to 

the old airport runway and looked back over the western half of the 

hill along the golf course and it dawned on him that the nine holes 

could be placed there and high-priced home sites could be set 

around the holes.  He and his partners convinced the Morgan group 

of that plan, acquired the property that the course would use, and 



proceeded with their plan.  Bill Atkin, their groundskeeper, and 

Richard laid out the holes and Richard hired the contractor and 

supervised their construction.  At the same time, he and Mr. Atkin 

planned and built the driving range. 

During that period, Richard and his partner, Ralph Brown, 

purchased about 100 acres on the east side of the freeway.  At that 

time there was no access to the east side of the freeway at the south 

interchange.  Downtown interests saw to it when the freeway was 

proposed, that it would be routed through St. George.  They 

wanted no commercial development at the interchange to compete 

with their downtown businesses.  After acquiring this 100-acre 

piece of land, which had formerly been the city sewer plant 

property, Richard and his partner approached the city and the Utah 

Highway Department and worked out a plan to build an east side 

off-ramp. Riverside Drive came about from that plan. 

Another matter of interest is the fact that, at that time, all of the 

land south of 700 South in St. George was in the county.  Richard 

submitted an annexation proposal to bring in the property south to 

the state line.  He named the annexation Southgate, which has 

remained in common use as a title.   

Richard was thereafter primarily involved in all the commercial 

development immediately east of the freeway, giving it the name 

of Riverside Drive, developing it through their 100-acre tract, and 

planning for its extension east to the Virgin River Bridge, that is, to 

River Road. 

Richard and his group planned and developed the first high class 

residential subdivision in the city, developing before others took 

off in the boom years of the 90’s.  This was the Fairway Hills 

Subdivision located west and above the Southgate Golf Course 

Clubhouse.  Bulloch Brothers Engineering laid out the roads and 

lots under his direction.  He named all the streets and was active in 

marketing the lots. 

After he retired, he and his wife, Miriam, fulfilled a 20-month 

mission to the Swiss Temple from 1994 through May1996.  There 

he served six months as the 2nd Counselor in the temple presidency 

while Miriam served as the assistant matron.  Richard was set apart 

as a temple sealer by Elder Jeffery R. Holland during his mission, 



and as previously mentioned, served in that assignment upon their 

return home in the St. George Temple.  In addition to his temple 

work, he put a great deal of his time and attention into family 

history and genealogy and organized a family reunion focusing on 

these areas. 

Richard and Doug Alder were commissioned by the St. George 

Temple Presidency in 2008 to write a history of the St. George 

Temple.  Among Richard’s contributions were the settlement of 

the early Virgin River Basin and the announcement of the building 

of the temple by Brigham Young. His research also covered the 

construction of the temple down to the dedication as well as the 

refinement of the temple ordinances.  Blaine Yorgasen entered in 

as a third author in 2011, who rewrote the book using Doug 

Alder’s and Richard’s research.  It was published by Deseret Book 

under the title, All That Was Promised in 2013. 

Richard and Miriam currently reside in Bloomington in St. George, 

where they have lived since 1988.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Miriam Christensen Schmutz 
 

Miriam was born on December 20, 1925 at the family home about three 

miles south of Delta, Utah. She was number 10 of 11 children.  Miriam’s 

mother bore three sets of twin.   The first set came premature and the 

second set brought two little boys, one which was still-born and the 

other, who lived until he was five.  He died from whooping cough and 

pneumonia.  The third set, a boy and a girl, survived childhood and grew 

up to marry and have children and grandchildren.  Miriam was born on 

their ninth birthday and was number six of the living children. 

When Miriam was three weeks old, her father left for a six-month LDS 

mission leaving her mother with six children under the age of nine.  It 

didn’t affect her life at that time, but as she grew older and into her 

teen years the stories of those challenges her family went through, 

helped to toughen her when she had to make difficult decisions. 

In Miriam’s growing years and until her late teens, her home was 

without electricity or plumbing and there was always plenty to do.   

From the time her father came home from his mission until the early 

1940’s, he was the Bishop of the Delta Third Ward.  It was difficult for 

the people during this period of time as many were struggling from the 

depression.  Many times Miriam would hear her father, as he gave 

announcements in church, invite the members to come and help 

themselves to the produce in the Christensen garden and many did just 

that.  Miriam used to wonder how the garden always had enough to 

share, but it did. 



Miriam was socially active in high school.  When she was a sophomore, 

she was the class secretary; in her junior year, was the social manager; 

and as a senior, she was one of the three cheerleaders of Delta High. 

Miriam received a scholarship to Dixie College where she eventually 

received her associates degree.  The times spent at Dixie were 

wonderful years for her and, during her senior year, when the special 

celebration day called “Dixie Day” arrived, she was chosen “D” Queen. 

The following school year, Miriam started out at BYU, but by the 

Christmas holidays, her father had to have surgery in Salt Lake City, 

which meant her mother would be with him.  It also meant that Miriam 

would have to be home to care for her younger sister and the home 

needs.  Her parents figured they would be gone for two weeks so that 

Miriam could go back to school.  However, the operation turned out to 

be worse than anyone expected and after about three months of 

struggle, her father passed away and Miriam’s schooling came to an 

end. 

Most of Miriam’s siblings were grown and gone by that time.  Her 

mother had the opportunity to be a dorm mother at Dixie College so the 

move to St. George was made.  Miriam got a job as an assistant to Dr. 

Alpine Prince, D.D.S.  Her brother, Homer, wanted to serve a mission, 

but funds were very scarce, so Miriam offered to pay what was needed 

to allow him to serve his mission. 

Over the next two to three years, Miriam, her mother, and her sister 

lived in St. George.  It was during this period of time that Miriam and 

Dick met and  were married in the St. George Temple.  They have been 

married for 63 years.  For the first 15 years, they struggled together to 

get Richard his education, but eventually he had his PhD and taught at 

BYU in the field of Medieval History.  He later changed his career to 

commercial land development and remained in that occupation until he 

retired. 

During the course of years, Miriam and Richard have lived in Southern 

California, New Mexico, and Orem, Utah.  They lived in Orem from 1967 

until the early 1980’s where they raised a family of five children.  Since 

then, they have lived in Bloomington in St. George, Utah. 

Miriam has been an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints.  She has served in callings and in presidencies of 

various organizations and served as an assistant to the Matron of the 



Swiss Temple.  She has also been a temple worker in the St. George 

Temple. 

One of Miriam’s hobbies has been in the area of family history.  She has 

put together several volumes of photo albums chronicling the events in 

the lives of her family.  She has written her mother’s history as well as 

her own.  Miriam was also an excellent cook and seamstress during the 

years she was raising her family.  She has made many beautiful quilts.   

Miriam’s pride and devotion has been centered in her husband and 

their five children and their families.  She has put great effort into 

remembering and acknowledging birthdays and anniversaries of their 

ever-growing posterity.  Miriam feels that her greatest joy has been her 

marriage with Richard and the children.  Life has carried many twists 

and turns for them, but she feels if they had to do it over again, there is 

very little that she would change. 

 


