
Frederick Grambs 
 

Frederick Grambs (also spelled Grambss) was born about 1823 in Fischback, Bavaria, Germany. His 

parents were Johann Grambs and Margaretta Niederman. He had three known brothers; all four of 

them immigrated to America. Frederick was naturalized in 1844 in New York City, with his brother 

John as witness.1 Frederick served in the First Regiment of the New York volunteers as a musician 

with the rank of captain in 1846.2 

 

Frederick went to California in 18473 and was in Marysville, Yuba, California in 1851.4 He was a 

professor of music and a community leader in the expression and appreciation of German music and 

dance. He actively promoted concerts for the community. Editorials in the Marysville Herald 

proclaimed his weekly musical series as an outstanding success.5 

 

In 1851, Frederick and two other musicians appeared at the California Exchange. They were fine 

musicians and far above the ordinary saloon orchestras.6 Frederick became the leader of the 

Marysville Liederkranz Verein (a singing society), in 1856, and continued until the society was united 

with the Turn Verein (a German social society) in 1866.7 The Liederkranz was the most publicly active 

club of German and held an annual ball during the holiday season.8 

 

Frederick married Margaretta M Hurst in 1857 in Marysville, Yuba, California.9 They did not have any 

children. He was a professor of music, teaching piano, forte, organ, melodeon, and singing.10 In 1858, 

he helped form the Marysville Choral Harmonic Society11 which performed annual concerts.12 He 

served as director and pianist of that society.13 He also served on the Committee on Church Organs 

for the State Agricultural Fair in Marysville, Yuba, California in 1858.14 He hosted the Gift Ball and 

Concert and other benefit balls.15 

 

In 1860, Frederick and Margaret were living in Marysville City 3rd Ward, Yuba, California, with three 

young people, one of which was Margaret’s niece.16 Frederick continued his involvement with music, 

performing in the Grand Concert at the Marysville Theater in 1863.17 By 1864, they had moved to 
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Nevada, where he was the leader of the Germania Singing Society and had a business called the 

Grambs House on B Street in Virginia City.18 

 

Frederick had been in Montana just a few weeks when he died in 1865. He was a “celebrated 

musician of California” and local musicians played the “Dead March” at the head of the funeral 

procession.19 
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