
Anton Francis Von Zamloch 

Anton Francis Von Zamloch was born January 1849 in Ratschach, Krain, Austria.1 On a later census, 

he was listed as Slovenian.2 At age fourteen, he ran away from home and joined a traveling show, 

where he learned the art of legerdemain.3 He immigrated to America about 1865.4 He was a 

shoemaker in Soquel, Santa Cruz, California, in the 1870s and early 1880s,5 but started his forty-year 

magic career in 1869. He toured with his act, which grew to include three assistants and over a ton of 

baggage, through 1912.6 He variously offered spiritualism, sleight of hand tricks, prestidigitation, 

illusions, card tricks, conjuring, vanishing tricks, burlesque, and humor.7 Tickets to his shows cost 25 

cents. 

Anton offered shows in Oregon in 1874 and in Nevada in 1876.8 He sued D. E. McCarty, the 

publisher of the Virginia Chronicle, for libel, when the newspaper printed inappropriate comments 

about him and his sister. The suit for $20,000 in damages was entertained in the US Circuit Court 

because he was a citizen of Austria.9 Anton married Elizabeth “Lizzie” Marx on 8 May 1877 in San 

Francisco.10 They had five children, four of whom they raised to adulthood. Her father owned a 

bakery in Napa County.11  

Lizzie toured with Anton in the early years and participated as the beautiful woman he would float 

through the air.12 Anton began offering presents to attendees, including furniture, lamps, glass sets, 

pigs, flour, washtubs, sewing machine, chinaware, gold watch, etc. The presents valued at exactly 

one-third of the evening’s gross receipts.13 In 1880, Anton made the first of four tours to Hawaii. In 

Honolulu, he met King David Kalakaua at the Iolani Palace and kept an autographed letter from the 

king and an autographed invitation card for a luau from Queen Kapiolani.14 

On the 1880 census, Anton was listed as a “huckster”, living with his wife, daughter, and three of his 

wife’s siblings in San Francisco, San Francisco, California.15 He visited Silver Reef, Washington, Utah 

Territory during the week between Christmas and News Years of 1881. He went to the office of the 

local newspaper, The Silver Reef Miner, to secure publicity for his shows. He entertained them by 

making three unopened quarts of whiskey and a large box of cigars vanish. The editorial staff were 

not amused, accused him of banditry, and nearly shot him. The incident ended with the return of the 

whiskey and cigars, and the paper ran an account of Anton's hoax. He kept the clipping in his 

scrapbook.16 
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Anton was naturalized as an American citizen on 24 February 1885 in Alameda, California.17 He was 

listed on the voter registration lists as a “conjuror” in 1886  and 1888.18 He continued traveling over 

the next few years, with repeating shows in California19, Kansas20, Arizona21, New Mexico22, Texas,23 

Nevada,24 and Hawaii.25 On the 1900 census, he was a magician, living with his wife and four 

children in Oakland, Alameda, California.26 He was also listed in the business directory as a magician 

with a residence at 1080 62nd Street in Oakland.27 In 1909, he spent several months entertaining in 

the imperial court of Vienna, Austria.28 

Anton toured Mexico in 1905-1906. He was robbed by customs agents before being allowed to take 

his magical contraptions into Mexico. He was surprised to find that most Mexican theaters did not 

have seats. Instead, it was customary for spectators to bring chairs from home or rent them from 

furniture stores. He found that the most effective form of advertising was to hold a street parade. He 

hired musicians and local boys to pass out programs along the parade route. Once, he stopped the 

parade in front of the governor of Sinaloa, bowed, and pulled from his top hat a green, white and red 

bird – the colors of the Mexican flag. The governor bowed back, and Anton waved a program which 

turned into a silk Mexican flag. The governor saluted, and Anton pulled from his hat cigarettes, 

combs, and five or six pounds of green, white and red candy, which he gave to the locals. Finally, he 

pulled a pint of champagne from the top-hat, which he shared with the governor.29 

On the 1910 census, Anton is listed as a traveling manager for a fish company (magician has been 

crossed out). He was living with his wife and four children in Oakland.30 In 1915, Anton retired, 

believing that the movies were going to kill magic.31 He took up beekeeping with 50 hives.32 On the 

1920 census, he is living with his wife, two children and a brother-in-law in Oakland. His son Carl was 

listed as a professional baseball player.33 The family moved to a home at 5726 Keith Avenue in 

Oakland.34 Their single daughter Antoinette always lived with her parents.35  

In August 1932, The Oakland Magic Circle of Oakland, California, held a "Zamloch Night." Anton was 

stricken with a heart attack a few months later, despite his seemingly excellent health for a man of his 

age. Before he died, he made notes on his magical experiences, from which a series of articles were 
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written by E. G. Fitzhamon in the Oakland Tribune.36 Anton died at his home in Oakland on 29 

October 193237 and was buried in the Mountain View Cemetery.38 Lizzie continued living with their 

daughter in Alameda until she died in 1940 and was buried next to Anton.39 It is not known what 

happened to their daughter Antoinette until she died in 1970.40 

 

 

Silver Reef Miner, 24 December 1881 

 

 

Bill for the Great Zamloch on the side of building, exposed when a nearby building was demolished in 

Napa County, California. It shows a performance hosted by an unknown branch of the Congress of 

Women (wordpress.napahistory.org) 
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